
 The May 2024 National All-Jersey (NAJ) 
Equity Newsletter focused on the U.S. dairy 
industry’s rapidly increasing butterfat tests 
and the impact on butterfat production. Milk 
production and total butterfat production are no 
longer correlated. USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistic Service (NASS) publishes the Milk 
Production report around the 20th to 22nd each 
month. The Milk Production report includes 
pounds of milk produced by each of the 24 
Selected States and the U.S. total along with the 
number of milk cows and pounds of milk per 
cow. The Milk Production report does not include 
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any component data. 

 NASS publishes the Agricultural Price report 
on the last business day each month which 
includes the All Milk price. Each month, the 
NASS Regional Field Offices estimate the 
All Milk price for each of the 24 major milk-
producing states. The All Milk price represents 
the gross price farmers in the state received in 
the given month per hundredweight (cwt) of 
milk sold at average fat test. The Agricultural 
Price report publishes the average butterfat test 
for each of the 24 major milk-producing states 

and the U.S. 

 The April Milk 
Production report 
showed total production 
declined 0.4 percent from 
April 2023. This marked 
the tenth consecutive 
month of year-over-year 
production declines. 
However, as is shown in 
Table 1, U.S. butterfat 
test jumped from 4.11% 
in April 2023 to 4.24% in 
April 2024. Combining 
the 0.13% increase 
in butterfat test from 
the April Agricultural 
Prices report with 
production volume in 
the Milk Production 
report, total butterfat 
production increased 

April Butterfat Production Report
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2.8%, 22 million pounds, in one year. In fact, 
butterfat production has increased every month 
during the ten-month period with declining milk 
production. 

 A deeper dive into April’s individual state data 
shows interesting results.

• California and Wisconsin accounted for over 
one-half of the 22 million pound increase. Both 
states posted modest gains in milk production, 
but California’s butterfat test increased 0.17%, 
and Wisconsin moved up 0.11%.

• South Dakota has by far the highest 
butterfat test at 4.72%. The next closest state 
is neighboring Minnesota at 4.51%. South 
Dakota’s total butterfat production of 19 
million pounds ranks 12th nationally even 
though their milk production ranks 15th.

• Arizona posted the largest increase at 0.27% 
which follows their March increase of 0.28%.

• Even though the Southeast is primarily a 
fluid market, the three reporting states from 
the region, Florida, Georgia, and Virginia, all 
posted double-digit gains of 0.14%, 0.18%, 
and 0.14%, respectively.

• No states reported declines in butterfat test, 
and only five states had lower total butterfat 
production. Each of those states (Georgia, 
Kansas, New Mexico, Oregon, and Texas) 
showed declines in cow numbers. 

 Because over 80% of U.S. milk production is 
used in manufactured products, it is important 
for the industry to know component production 
in addition to milk production. Production of 
milk components drives the production cheese, 
butter, nonfat dry milk and other commodities, 
which in turn are converted into the milk 
component values paid to producers. 






